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tional duty of seeing that neither the Cantons
nor the confederation trespass upon each
other's respective spheres. It has jurisdiction
in suits between the confederation and the
Cantons and between the Cantons among
themselves. The Federal Court performs
numerous other duties. For instance, it
entertains complaints of the violation of the
constitutional rights of citizens, whether can-
tonal or federal. But it is not empowered to
pronounce upon the validity of any federal law.
In a small community such as that of Switzer-
land, where the people may be appealed to by
referendum, the need to protect the states
from the encroachment of the - Federal execu-
tive does not arise. It is worthy of notice that
in the Swiss confederation, though the Cantons
are sovereign and autonomous and the Federal
Government possesses only limited powers, yet
the institutional and judicial guarantees for the
maintenance of state rights are not regarded as
very important, nor are they so effective as
elsewhere. The Senate, which is constituted
out of the states, is a lifeless body. What,
then, is the guarantee of the freedom of the
states ?
The answer to the question lies in the fact